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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BRACKLEY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Year  1954 


ARTHUR  LUCAS 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District 
Council  of  Brackley. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Again  I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Fifth  An- 
nual Report  for  the  year  1954. 

The  number  of  infectious  diseases  was  low,  compared 
with  the  rest  of  the  country,  and  there  were  no  deaths  in  this 
district  resulting  from  any  infectious  disease. 

Also,  it  was  gratifying  to  note  that  there  were  no  deaths 
from  tuberculosis.  Nor  were  there  any  maternal  deaths. 

No  serious  complaints  were  received  with  regard  to  the 
regional  water  supply,  and  now  that  the  consumers  have  got 
used  to  the  taste  of  chlorine  I have  no  doubt  that  this  new  sup- 
ply will  give  every  satisfaction. 

Slum  clearance  is  going  ahead  well,  but  it  will  naturally 
take  some  time  to  re-house  those  persons  who  will  be  dis- 
placed when  demolition  of  some  of  the  premises  is  carried 
out.  However,  one  can  say  that  the  Council  is  going  in  the 
right  direction  to  rid  themselves  of  uninhabitable  houses. 

During  the  year  Mr.  Mayhew,  the  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector,  was  forced  to  relinquish  his  duties  earlier  than 
was  anticipated  because  of  a breakdown  in  health.  Now  he 
has  retired  from  the  service  of  this  Council.  Miss  Elizabeth 
Thomas  also  left  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Public  Health  De- 
partment during  the  year,  and  to  both  of  these  officers  I 
should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  their  loyal  support 
during  the  time  they  were  with  us. 

Finally,  I must  again  thank  the  Public  Health  Committee 
for  their  interest  and  help  and  also  Mr.  Turbitt,  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  his  colleagues  Mr.  Caley  and  Miss 
Gillett  for  their  help  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  LUCAS,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Dept., 

Rural  District  Council  Offices, 
Brackley  Lodge, 

Brackley,  Northants. 
September  1955 
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BRACKLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Chairman  of  the  Council: 

J.  N.  Gibbard,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Vice  Chairman  of  the  Council: 

Rev.  H.  J.  Boyd. 

Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee: 

Lt.  Col.  V.  G.  Toler-Aylward  (Chairman),  E.  H.  Barker, 
L.  S.  Prosser,  Lt.  Gen.  Sir  B.  N.  Sergison-Brooke,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  L.  Acrid  (Vice  Chairman),  Capt.  G.  W.  M.  Lees, 
H.  S.  Bartlett,  L.  C.  Bartlett,  and  W.  A.  N.  Scott. 

The  Chairman  and  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Council  are  ex-officio  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority 
Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Arther  Lucas,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

Also  holds  appointments  of: — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  Brackley  Borough. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  Towcester  R.D.C. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  Northampton  R.D.C. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Northants  County 
Council. 

School  Medical  Officer,  Northants  County  Council- 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector: 

W.  E.  Turbitt,  m.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector: 

F.  Mayhew,  c.r.san-i.,  m.s.i.a.  (retired  31-10-54). 

N.  R.  Caley,  a.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a.  (commenced  1-7-54). 

Clerk  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Thomas  (resigned  17-10-54). 

Miss  Phyllis  Gillett  (commenced  26-4-54). 


Rodent  Operative: 

W.  G.  Bartlett. 
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SECTION  A. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  AREA  AND  STATISTICS 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics,  1954. 


Area  in  acres  

Population 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  1954... 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1954  

Product  of  a penny  rate  at  31st  March  1954 


58,132 

10,340 

3,470 

£39,809 

£157.18.3. 


Live  Births 


Total 


Male  Female 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

200 

9 

118 

6 

82 

3 

Total 

209 

124 

85 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

1 

3 

Deaths 

94 

46 

48 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

Puerperal  Sepsis 



. . . 

Other  puerperal  causes  ... 

Infant  Mortality — per 

1,000 

live 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

4 

2 

Deaths  from 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Infectious  Diseases 
Tuberculosis 


(per  1000  England  Northamp- 
population)  & Wales  tonshire 


20-8 

18-3 

16-20 

•37 

23-4 

22-29 

909 

11-3 

11-04 

Nil 

Nil 

28-3 

25-5 

23-90 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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The  registered  causes  of  death  were: — 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  





— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  Disease  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Hypertension  

1 

2 

3 

10. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate 

1 

— 

1 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis:  Polio  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Stomach  

1 

2 

3 

15. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Uterus  

— 

1 

1 

16. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  

2 

— 

2 

17. 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

5 

4 

9 

18. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

6 

10 

16 

19. 

Coronary  Disease  

4 

6 

10 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Heart  

10 

6 

16 

21. 

Bronchitis  

— 

3 

3 

22. 

Pneumonia  

— 

3 

3 

23. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

1 

2 

3 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  

— 

— 

— 

25. 

Gastritis  and  Diarrhoea  

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis  

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Disorders 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes  

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  Births  

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation  

1 

— 

1 

33. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

3 

— 

3 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes  

2 

2 

4 

36. 

Other  Ill-defined  Diseases 

9 

7 

16 

37. 

Influenza  

— 

1 

1 

38. 

Diabetes  

Totals  ... 

46 

48 

94 
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Population.  The  population  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  the  past  ten  years  are  as  follows: — 

1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954 

9,100  8,980  9,150  9,320  9,482  9,647  9,930  10,220  10,320  10,340 

The  natural  increase  in  population,  or  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  was  118. 

It  will  be  observed  that  over  the  10  years  the  population  of  the 
district  has  increased  by  1240. 

Death  Rate  1944 — 1954 


Brackley 

Recorded 

Rate 

Northamp- 

tonshire 

England 

and 

Wales 

Year 

Total 

M. 

F. 

1944 

195 

119 

76 

20-5 

12-65 

11-60 

1945 

175 

91 

78 

19-2 

12-34 

11-40 

1946 

100 

46 

54 

1M3 

12-00 

11-50 

1947 

149 

85 

64 

16-28 

12-43 

12-00 

1948 

97 

53 

44 

10-4 

11-00 

10-8 

1949 

124 

62 

62 

13-0 

12-07 

11-7 

1950 

124 

66 

58 

13-0 

12-01 

11-6 

1951 

127 

71 

56 

12-7 

12-13 

12-5 

1952 

92 

61 

31 

9-00 

11-04 

11-3 

1953 

97 

48 

49 

9-3 

11-51 

11-4 

1954 

94 

46 

48 

9-09 

11-04 

11-3 

Birth  Rate  1944—1954 

1944  1945 

1946  1947 

1948 

1949  1950 

1951  1952 

1953  1954 

Brackley 

20.5  19.2 

22.5  20.44  21.9 

17.9  20.2 

16.5  18.6 

16.2  20.8 

Northamp- 

tonshire 

20.07  18.98  19.17  20.42  17.46  16.19  15.71 

15.57  15.50  16.16  16.2( 

England 
and  Wales 

17.6  16.1 

19.1  20.5 

17.9 

16.7  15.8 

15.5  15.3 

15.5  18.3 

Births.  The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  distict  was 
212  compared  with  168  in  1953.  The  birth  rate  for  1954  of  20.8  is 
4.6  per  thousand  more  than  the  rate  for  1953  and  higher  than  the 
rate  16.20  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still-Birth  Rate,  1954 

Still-Births.  There  were  4 still-births  during  1954. 

Illegitimate  Births.  There  were  9 illegitimate  births  assigned  to 
the  district  in  1954  (6  males,  3 females). 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate,  1944 — 1954 


Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births 


1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954 
Brackley  35.9  17.14  44.5  42.78  29.27  29.8  20.8  30.4  20.3  47.6  28.3 

Northamp-  ^9.17  36.86  35.07  31.67  33.78  29.53  25.26  24.96  — 23.9 

tonshire 

England  ^4.00  32.00  29.8  29.6  27.6  26.8  25.5 

and  Wales 


The  number  of  children  who  died  before  reaching  their 
first  birthday  was  6. 

Maternal  Mortality.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  again  in  1954 
there  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes,  or  conditions  allied 
to  childbirth. 
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SECTION  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Oxford,  examine 
all  swabs  submitted  by  General  Practitioners  in  the  area 
and  have  also  undertaken  the  examination  of  milk,  ice 
cream  and  water  samples  and  other  specimens  submitted 
from  this  district.  The  service  is  entirely  free. 

(b)  Nursing  in  The  Home 

The  County  Council  now  provide  “Nursing  in  the  Home” 
services  and  also  arrange  for  “Home  Help”  where  pos- 
sible. 

(c)  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres 

Infant  Welfare — Brackley  \ . 


Organised 
.by  County 
Council 


Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Vision  Clinic 


Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  Middleton  Cheney/ 

(d)  Blind  Persons 

Incidence  of  blindness  is  reported  on  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(e)  Tuberculosis 

The  preventive  and  after-care  services  as  a means  of 
controlling  tuberculosis  are  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 

(f)  Dental  Treatment 

Details  of  dental  treatment  performed  in  this  area  may 
be  seen  on  reference  to  the  report  by  the  Senior  Dental 
Officer  for  the  County  which  is  incorporated  in  the  An- 
nual Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health- 

(g)  Epileptics  and  Spastics 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  any  facilities 
available  for  treatment  of  these  conditions. 


8 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  DISTRICT 


Water  supply. 

Since  the  regional  water  scheme  commenced  to  serve 
the  district  last  year,  approximately  1700  dwellings  have 
been  connected  to  the  mains,  which  represents  over  one  half 
of  the  number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  in  1954.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  similar,  or  even  better,  progress  will  be 
achieved  in  the  future  so  that  eventually  all  occupied  dwel- 
lings may  enjoy  a safe,  adequate  and  convenient  supply  of 
water  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

All  villages  in  the  area,  with  the  exception  of  Warkworth 
and  the  hamlet  of  Edgcote,  are  now  on  the  mains  supply, 
whilst  each  Council  house  is  connected. 

Many  consumers  of  the  mains  water  have  expressed 
their  appreciation  of  now  being  able  to  ‘turn  on  the  tap’ 
and  find  a plentiful  supply  of  water.  No  longer  will  they 
have  to  carry  their  empty  pails  to  the  old  well  for  water, 
often  at  some  considerable  distance  from  the  house,  and 
almost  sure  to  be  polluted,  and  then  to  return  heavily  laden 
with  water  which,  from  a public  health  standpoint  was 
not  worth  getting  so  far  as  quality  was  concerned.  Also, 
if  they  took  the  advice  of  the  public  health  officers,  there 
was  the  added  trouble  involved  in  boiling  the  water  to  render 
it  safe  before  use.  If  one  is  compelled  to  actually  carry 
water  for  use  - especially  if  distance  is  involved  - one  can 
probably  be  forgiven  for  not  using  as  much  water  as  one 
should  for  the  purposes  of  bodily  and  general  cleanliness. 
It’s  human  nature.  Make  anything  easy  to  obtain  then 
most  of  us  are  more  likely  to  use  it.  There  is  not  much 
excuse  for  uncleanliness  if  plenty  of  good  water  is  con- 
veniently available.  Just  a few  consumers  say  that  the 
chlorine  content  in  the  water  spoils  their  brewing  of  tea  and 
impairs  the  flavour.  One  old  man  says  he  prefers  the  flavour 
of  his  well  water  to  that  which  is  on  the  tap,  and  that  he  was 
brought  up  on  it.  I believe  he  still  goes  to  the  well  instead 
of  using  the  tap. 

The  unsatisfactory  water  samples  taken  from  the  regional 
supply  may  be  said  to  be  due  to  ‘teething  troubles’  in  a new 
scheme.  Most  of  the  trouble  occurred  at  the  time  of  ex- 
tensions or  change-overs  to  the  new  mains.  Details  of  the 
samples  taken  are  shewn  in  the  first  of  the  following  tables. 

The  second  table  refers  to  non-regional  or  private 
supplies  - usually  from  shallow  wells  - which  shews  that  out 
of  a total  of  23  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 
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only  one  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  No  better  indication 
than  this  to  justify,  if  at  all  necessary,  the  existence  and 
expense  of  the  regional  water  scheme- 

The  risks  of  destruction  from  fire  are  now  greatly 
reduced  since  practically  every  village  is  adequately  provided 
with  fire  hydrants  on  the  water  mains. 


Water  Samples 

Samples  taken  from  the  Regional  Water  Supply 


PARISH 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Total 

Aston  le  Walls 

4 

4 

Aynho 

1 

4 

5 

Boddington 

— 

8 

8 

Chacombe 

— 

4 

4 

Chipping  Warden 

— 

4 

4 

Croughton 

5 

16 

21 

Ciilworth 

— 

4 

4 

Evenlev 

— 

6 

6 

Eydon 

— 

4 

4 

Farthinghoe 

— 

4 

4 

Greatworth 

— 

4 

4 

Helmdon 

1 

5 

6 

Hinton-in-the-Hedges 

1 

2 

3 

Kings  Sutton 

1 

14 

15 

Marston  St.  Lawrence 

— 

4 

4 

Middleton  Cheney 

— 

11 

11 

Moreton  Pinkney 

— 

5 

5 

Sulgrave 

— 

4 

4 

Syresham 

3 

13 

16 

Thenford 

— 

3 

3 

Thorpe  Mandeville 

— 

3 

3 

Whitfield 

1 

4 

5 

13 

or  9-1% 

130 
or  90-9% 

143 

Samples  taken  from  Private  Supplies 


PARISH 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Total 

Aynho 

1 

- 

1 

Charlton 

2 

1 

3 

Chipping  Warden 

2 

— 

2 

Croughton 

4 

— 

4 

Even  ley 

1 

— 

1 

Helmdon 

1 

— 

1 

Kings  Sutton 

4 

— 

4 

Middleton  Cheney 

4 

— 

4 

Moreton  Pinkney 

3 

— 

3 

22 

1 

23 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Progress  continues  in  regard  to  the  number  of  houses 
connected  to  the  public  sewer,  and  such  work  is  encouraged 
whenever  possible  or  wherever  practicable.  Details  of  this 
work,  together  with  renewals  and  repairs  to  house  drainage 
- and  supervised  by  the  public  health  staff  - are  shewn  on 
page  12. 

Improvements  in  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works 
are  made  whenever  the  Ministry  will  allow  or  sanction  any 
new  scheme  put  forward  by  the  Council. 


Statement  showing  present  condition  of  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal  works  in  individual  parishes 


Modern 

Chacombe 
Chipping  Warden 
Croughton 
Culworth  (1) 
Kings  Sutton  (2) 
Moreton  Pinkney 
Overthorpe 
Greatworth 
Sulgrave  (Part) 


Adequate 

Aynho 
Boddington 
Culworth  (1) 

Eydon 

Marston  St.  Lawrence 

Middleton  Cheney 

Charlton 

Radstone 

Thenford 

Thorpe  Mandeville 
Whitfield 


Inadequate 

Aston-le-walls 

Evenley 

Farthinghoe 

Helmdon 

Hinton-in-the-Hedges 
Sulgrave  (Part) 
Syresham 


No  Works 

Edgcote 

Warkworth 


It  is  hoped  that  further  improvements  will  be  made 
in  regard  to  those  parishes  where  the  works  are  in- 
adequate or  do  not  exist  at  all. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Opportunities  are  being  taken  to  provide  as  many  water- 
closets  as  possible,  and  now  that  a mains  water  supply  is 
available  the  death  knell  of  the  privy  and  pail  closet  is 
sounding  and  no  one,  I should  imagine,  will  mourn  the  loss. 

There  is  occasionally  some  local  prejudice  encountered 
against  the  use  of  a water  closet,  especially  if  suggestions  are 
made  that  this  convenience  should  be  inside  or  adjacent  to 
the  house. 

It  will  be  seen  on  page  14  that  163  pail  closets  and  73 
privies  were  abolished  and  replaced  with  water-closets  during 
the  year. 

Shops  and  Offices 

As  in  previous  years  all  shops  were  visited  at  least  once 
during  the  year.  There  are  no  offices  requiring  inspection. 

Camping  Sites 

No  permanent  camps  were  established  during  the  year. 


Smoke  Abatement 

No  trouble  occurred  in  regard  to  atmospheric  pollution. 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

No  such  places  exist  here. 

Verminous  Premises 

No  premises  required  treatment  for  vermin. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Visits  to  Premises 
during  1954 

Inspections — Housing  Act  476 

Notices  served  1 

Re-inspections  230 

Inspections — Public  Health  Act  408 

Notices  served  122 

Re-inspected  587 

No.  of  complaints  received  209 

Food  Notices  served  19 

Food  Notices  complied  with 17 

Factory  Notices  served  I 

No.  of  Public  Health  Notices  complied  with  Ill 

Visits  to: — 

Slaughterhouses  82 

Butchers’  Shops 109 

Bakehouses 30 

Fishmongers  2 

Cowsheds  2 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops - 25 

Public  Houses  56 

Provision  Shops 47 

Greengrocers  1 

Ice  Cream  Places  29 

Dining  Rooms  2 

Schools  21 

Piggeries  7 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries  11 

Drains  re-laid  71 

Drains  partly  re-laid 10 

Petroleum  12 

Factories  1 

Miscellaneous  43 
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statement  of  Sanitary  and  Housing  Work 
completed  during  the  Year  1954 


Details  of  work  completed: — 

Dwelling  Houses 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  35 

Chimneys  repaired  or  renewed  11 

Eaves  or  Valley  Gutters  repaired  or  renewed  3 

Rainwater  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed 6 

External  Walls  pointed  or  repaired  3 

Dampness  abated  generally  14 

Wall  Plaster  repaired  8 

Ceiling  Plaster  repaired  20 

Walls  redecorated  4 

Ceilings  redecorated  1 

Firegrates  or  Ranges  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  3 

Staircases  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Handrails  to  Staircase  provided  2 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  3 

Washing  Coppers  provided  or  repaired  1 

Sashcords  provided  — 

Yards  and  Pavings  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Through  Ventilation  provided  — 

Ventilation  improved  — 

Sub-floor  Ventilation  provided  — 

Lighting  improved  1 

Food  Store  provided 1 

Outbuildings  repaired  or  renewed 2 

Houses  closed  or  demolished 7 

Verminous  Rooms  disinfested  2 

Infected  Rooms  disinfected  — 

Water  Supply  laid  on  1,700 

Water  Supply  improved  — 

Wells  closed  when  polluted  — 

Wells  repaired  — 

Dwelling  Houses  cleansed  (domestically)  1 
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Sanitary  Conveniences 

Separate  Closet  accommodation  provided  2 

Privies  abolished  73 

Pail  Closets  abolished  163 

Water  Closets  provided  150 

Elsan  Closets  provided  I 

Closets  repaired  or  renewed  10 

New  Urinal  accommodation  provided 11 

Urinals  repaired  or  renewed  — 

New  Closet  Pans  provided  1 

New  Sinks  provided 102 

New  Wash-hand  Basins  provided  114 

New  Baths  provided 85 

New  Flushing  Cisterns  provided  22 

Flushing  Cisterns  repaired  52 

Trapped  Sink  Waste  Pipes  provided  — 

Sink  Wastes  repaired — 

Closet  Compartments  redecorated 4 

Drainage 

Drains  cleared  of  obstructions  9 

Drains  repaired  or  renewed  16 

Complete  new  Drainage  installed 41 

Drains  connected  to  Sewer,  Septic  Tanks  or  Cesspool 37 

Soil  or  Vent  Pipes  provided  28 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  49 

Gullies  provided  45 

Septic  Tanks  constructed 3 

Cesspools  constructed  1 

Nuisances 

Offensive  Accumulations  removed 2 

Nuisances  from  keeping  animals  abated  — 

Overcrowding  abated  — 

Smoke  Nuisances  abated — 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  abated  3 
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Public  Cleansing. 

A systematic  collection  of  house  refuse  is  in  operation 
throughout  the  district. 


The  parishes  are  served  as  follows: — 


Village 

Date  of  collection 

Refuse  Tip 

Kings  Sutton 

Alternate  Thursdays 

Aynho 

Middleton  Cheney 

Alternate  Fridays 

Alternate  T hursdays 

All  refuse  is  now 
taken  to  Moreton 

Chacombe 

Chipping  Warden 

Second  Tuesday  in  each  month 
First  Wednesday  in  each  month 

Pinkney,  Great- 
worth,  Charlton 
or  Helmdon. 

Aston-le-Walls 

First  Monday  in  each  month 

Boddington 

First  Monday  in  each  month 

Eydon 

Second  Monday  in  each  month 

Thenford 

First  Tuesday  in  each  month 

Thorpe  Mandeville 

First  Wednesday  in  each  m onth 

Marston  St.  Lawrence 

Second  Tuesday  in  each  month 

Culworth 

First  Wednesday  in  each  month 

More  ton  Pinkney 

Second  Monday  in  each  month 

Greatworth 

First  Tuesday  in  each  month 

Sulgrave 

Second  Wednesday  n each  month 

Helnidon 

Second  Wednesday  in  each  month 

Radstone 

Third  Wednesday  in  each  month 

Charlton 

Third  Tuesday  in  each  month 

Croughton 

Third  Tuesday  in  each  month 

Hinton-in-the-Hedges 

First  Tuesday  in  each  month 

Evenley 

First  Tuesday  in  each  month 

Whitfield 

Third  Wednesday  in  each  month 

Syresham 

Third  Wednesday  in  each  month 

Farthinghoe 

Second  Tuesday  in  each  month 

Halse 

First  Tuesday  in  each  month 

As  mentioned  in  my  previous  reports,  I should  like  to 
see  inaugurated  a more  frequent  collection  of  house  refuse 
than  as  at  present.  More  sanitary  dustbins  would  then 
probably  be  provided  as,  at  the  present  time,  a standard  sized 
bin  is  inadequate  for  the  storage  of  a month’s  house  refuse. 
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Factories  Act  1937  and  1948 


The  Table  below  shows  the  position  during  1954  so  far 
as  factories  and  workplaces  are  concerned  together  with  the 
number  of  inspections  made,  also  the  number  of  notices 
served  for  any  breach  of  the  Acts. 


Inspections 


Number  of 

No.  of  premises 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

on  register 

Inspections 

15 

30 

12 

Nil. 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Found 

Remedied 

Prosecutions 

12 

12 

Nil. 

Only  one  outworkers  list  was  received.  It  was  from  the 
Metropolitan  Borough  of  Finsbury  concerning  a worker  in 
this  district.  The  premises  where  the  outworker  was  em- 
ployed was  found  to  be  satisfactory  for  the  nature  of  the 
work  carried  on  therein. 


16 


SECTION  D. 


Housing. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  became  law  in 
August  of  this  year. 

Its  main  object  is  to  implement  the  present  Parliament’s 
policy  of  dealing  with  the  older  type  of  house.  It  is  es- 
timated that  over  four  million  houses  in  this  country  are  over 
65  years  old;  a large  proportion  of  these  were  not  properly 
maintained  during  the  period  of  hostilities  and  are  now 
rapidly  falling  into  decay.  The  work  of  “slum  clearance” 
was  also  in  abeyance  during  the  war  and  some  houses  which 
were  condemned  as  unfit  in  1936-39  are  still  occupied.  Hence 
a large  percentage  of  the  population  are  living  in  houses 
which  are  unfit  for  habitation  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Housing  Acts- 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  seeks  to  remedy 
this  situation  by  setting  into  operation  again  the  machinery 
of  “slum  clearance”  of  those  houses  which  cannot  be  made 
habitable  and  by  giving  the  incentives  of  rent  increases  and 
Improvement  Grants  to  private  landlords  to  recondition  those 
houses  which  are  structurally  sound. 

With  regard  to  “slum  clearance”.  Local  Authorities  are 
instructed  to  submit  a return  by  the  31st  of  August  1955 
showing  the  total  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the  local  au- 
thority’s area;  the  number  of  years  required  to  demolish  or 
otherwise  deal  with  these  houses  and  Ae  number  of  houses 
which  could  be  dealt  with  in  the  first  five  years. 

In  order  to  obtain  this  information  it  has  been  necess^ 
to  inspect  a large  number  of  houses  in  the  district  and  during 
the  year  a systematic  survey  was  commenced  in  the  parishes 
of  Kings  Sutton,  Middleton  Cheney  and  Greatworth.  The 
Housing  Committee  inspected  all  the  houses  found  to  be  unfit 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  classified  them  as  follows: — 

(a)  Houses  already  in  confirmed  Clearance  Areas  or 
subject  to  Demolition  Orders. 

(b)  Houses  which  could  be  included  in  future  Clearance 
Areas  or  which  are  suitable  for  individual  demoli- 
tion. 

(c)  Houses  which  although  unfit  for  habitation  are  not 

suitable  for  immediate  demolition  and  action  is 
deferred  for  the  time  being. 

The  whole  of  the  district  will  be  surveyed  by  August  1955 
and  complete  details  will  be  given  in  my  next  report. 
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Improvement  Grants. 

These  are  governed  by  the  Housing  Act  1949  and  during 
the  year,  47  grants  were  approved  for  the  reconditioning  of 
property  and  the  total  amount  granted  was  £11,348.  This 
is  a marked  increase  in  the  previous  year  and  is  no  doubt 
due  to  the  relaxed  conditions  appurtaining  to  the  grants  and 
to  the  increased  publicity  given  to  the  subject.  Your  San- 
itary Inspectors  take  every  opportunity  of  explaining  the 
scheme  to  owners  of  property  which  they  consider  suitable 
for  improvement  and  which  may  possibly  qualify  for  the 
Grant  since  it  is  considered  that  this  is  an  important  method 
of  bringing  up-to-date  those  dwelling  houses  which  are  struc- 
turally sound  but  which  lack  amenities. 

Rent  Repairs 

Under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Acts  1954,  the 
owners  of  rent  controlled  property  are  allowed  to  increase 
the  rents  of  controlled  premises  provided  the  premises  are  in 
good  repair.  If  in  the  opinion  of  the  tenant  the  property  is 
not  in  good  repair  the  tenant  is  entitled  to  apply  to  the  local 
authority  for  a certificate  to  this  effect.  If  a certificate  is 
granted  by  the  authority  no  increase  can  be  claimed  while 
the  certificate  is  in  force. 

There  have  been  no  applications  for  such  a certificate 
during  the  year. 
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Statement  of  Housing  Progress 

(i.e.,  provision  of  new  houses)- 


Pre-war  and  Wartime 
Housing  Position 

Post-war  Housing 
Programme 

PARISHES 

Housing  Act  1920. 

1 Housing  Act  1924. 

1 

Housing  Act  1930. 

Housing  Acts 

1935  and  1936 

War-time  Agr. 

Houses. 

TOTAL. 

Undeveloped  Sites 

Developed  Sites  I 

Houses  not  begun  I 

Houses  on 

Tenders  Apprd. 

Houses  under 

Construction. 

Houses  Completed 

Total  No.  of  Houses 

owned  by  Council. 

Aston-le-Walls 

— 

— 

— 

16 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

21 

Aynho 

— 

12 

12 

18 

18 

Boddingtons 

— 

4 

— 

— 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

19 

Chacombe 

— 

— 

3 

14 

— 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

28 

Chipping  Warden 

18 

12 

39 

39 

Croughton 

6 

— 

2 

— 

— 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

11 

19 

Culworth 

6 

— 

5 

10 

— 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

42 

Edgcote 


Evenley 

11 

11 

Eydon 

8 — 

— 

4 

— 

12 

2 — 

— 

— 

9 

21 

Farthinghoe 

2 — 

6 

— 

2 

10 

— — 

— 

— 

4 

14 

Greatworth 

8 — 

8 

— 

— 

16 

12  — 

— 

— 

11 

27 

Helmdon 

8 — 

— 

8 

— 

16 

40  — 

— 

— 

10 

26 

Hinton-in-the-Hedges 

6 

6 

Kings  Sutton 

18  — 

8 

40 

— 

66 

68  — 

— 

— 

61 

127 

Marston  St.  Lawrence 

6 — 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— — 

— 

— 

6 

12 

Middleton  Cheney 

20  — 

22 

30 

— 

72 

85  — 

15 

15 

72 

144 

Moreton  Pinkney 

— — 

— 

8 

— 

8 

— — 

— 

— 

9 

17 

Newbottle 

6 — 

12 

— 

— 

18 

— — 

— 

— 

13 

31 

Radstone  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Sulgrave 

8 — 

6 

— 

— 

14 

— — 

— 

— 

17 

31 

Syresham 

10  — 

4 

24 

— 

38 

2 — 

— 

— 

31 

69 

Thenford 

— 

— 

Thorpe  Mandeville 

6 — 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— — 

— 

— 

6 

12 

Warkworth  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Whitfield 

— 

6 

6 

112  4 

76 

154 

4 

350 

217  — 

45 

39  390 

740 
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1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  During  the  Year 

1 (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  884 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1701 

2 (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

1 above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  — 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  — 

3 Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  — 

4 Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  proceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  112 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without 

Service  of  Formal  Notice 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  103 

3.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  112 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  9 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  De- 
molition Orders  were  made  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  7 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenement  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 — Overcrowding 

There  were  no  cases  of  serious  overcrowding. 
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SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Foods. 

Food  Premises  Generally. 

A steady  improvement  has  been  maintained  during  the 
year  in  regard  to  premises  where  food  and  drink  are  dealt 
with.  A butcher  and  a baker  closed  down  their  premises 
this  year.  As  mentioned  in  the  preface  of  this  Report,  no 
case  of  food  poisoning  has  occurred  in  the  district  during  the 
year.  No  doubt,  the  constant  supervision  given  to  these 
places  by  the  health  staff  has  some  bearing  on  this  satisfactory 
condition. 

All  butchers  premises  and  a fair  number  of  the  general 
food  stores  are  now  provided  with  cold  storage  facilities. 

Without  exception,  public  houses  are  provided  with 
adequate  supplies  of  hot  water  and  a sink  for  the  proper 
washing  of  glasses.  The  sanitary  accommodation  at  these 
places  has  improved  enormously  over  the  past  years.  These 
standards  have  been  achieved  by  constant  and  tactful  super- 
vision. 

This  year  was  not  a good  one  for  the  sale  and  consump- 
tion of  ice  cream  and  the  quantity  sold  in  the  district  must 
have  been  considerably  less  than  usual.  Sampling  of  the 
ice  cream,  numbering  29,  shewed  it  to  be  of  a satisfactory 
standard  of  purity.  All  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district  is 
completely  wrapped  or  packed  in  containers  as  received  from 
the  manufacturers.  This  ensures  the  minimum  of  risk  of 
contaminaton  between  manufacture  and  consumption  . 

The  premises  of  the  milk  distributors  have  maintained 
a satisfactory  standard  throughout  the  year.  Milk  samples 
taken  proved  in  the  main  to  be  satisfactory.  Brucella  abortus 
was  discovered  in  milk  supplied  from  an  outside  source  to  a 
school  in  the  district.  Immediate  action  was  taken  at  the 
source  of  infection  and  the  matter  was  quickly  cleared  up- 
All  milk  supplied  to  schools  is  either  pasteurised  or  tuber- 
culin-tested 

Decontrol  of  slaughtering  and  a free  marketing  of  ani- 
mals took  place  during  the  year.  After  careful  consideration 
being  given  to  the  matter  the  Council  decided  firstly  not  to 
re-open  any  of  the  slaughterhouses.  Subsequently,  two 
applications  were  received  from  butchers  in  this  area  re- 
questing that  consideration  be  given  by  the  Council  to  the 
licensing  of  their  slaughterhouses.  The  Council  finally  de- 
cided to  license  a slaughterhouse  at  Chipping  Warden  and 
another  at  Kings  Sutton  to  satisfy  local  demands  and  provide 
suitable  places  where  animals  could  be  taken  locally 
in  an  emergency  for  proper  slaughtering  and  dressing. 
Thus,  meat  inspection  at  the  slaughterhouse  commenced 
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again  in  August  of  the  year  under  review,  and  all  animals 
slaughtered  were  inspected  before  reaching  the  consumer. 
Details  of  the  numbers  inspected  and  the  quantity  of  meat 
condemned  together  with  the  associated  disease  or  condition 
which  warranted  the  condemnation  are  shewn  in  the  following 
table: — 

Animals  Slaughtered  Codeninations 


2 Cows 

Part  Pig’s  Leg 

Injury 

7 Heifers 

Part  Heifer’s  Leg 

Injury 

3 Calves 

Sheeps  Pluck,  Stomach 

i8  Pigs 

Intestines  and 

Fevered  Condition 

Sheep 

Kidneys 

Pig’s  Carcase  and 

Viscera 

Unwholesome  (poison) 

Sheeps  Lungs 

Pneumonia 

Pigs  Lungs 

Heifer’s  Mesentery, 
Intestines  and 

Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 

Stomach 

Pig’s  Carcase  and 

Tuberculosis 

Viscera 

Fevered  Condition 

Sheeps  Liver 

Distomatosis 

Sheeps  Pluck 

Malignant  Growth 

Heifer’s  Liver 

Distomatosis 

Pig’s  Heart 

Pericarditis 

The  following  list  shows  the  unfit  food  which  was  destroyed 
by  the  Department.  All  of  it  was  surrendered  at  the  Health 
Department. 


Description 

Lbs. 

Weight 

Ozs. 

Disease  or 
condition 

Tinned  Cooked  Ham 

1 

— 

Decomposition 

Tinned  Salmon 

12 

— 

Decomposition 

Tinned  Peas 

5 

6 

Decomposition 

Tinned  Evaporated  Milk 

7 

— 

Decomposition 

Tinned  Corned  Beef 

— 

12 

Decomposition 

Tinned  Strawberries 

— 

12 

Decomposition 

Tinned  Cream 

1 

— 

Decomposition 

27 

14 

The  Northamptonshire  County  Council,  under  powers 
conferred  by  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  1938,  took  samples 
of  various  foods,  including  milk,  in  this  district  during  the 
year,  details  of  which  are  as  follows,  viz: — 


Milk  

Sausages  

Tinned  Soup  

Ice  Cream 

Condensed  Milk 

Cheese  Spread 

Coffee  & Chicory  Essence 
Coffee  


40  Sweets  

4 Ice  Lollies  ... 

1 Curry  Powder 

2 Jam 

1 Table  Jelly  ... 

2 Margarine 

1 Whisky  

1 Aspirin  Tablets 


1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Remarks. 

A sample  of  milk  was  abnormally  good,  in  that  it  con- 
tained twice  as  much  cream  as  normal  milk.  The  very  high 
fat  content  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the  non-fatty  solids 
figure  to  8-43%.  As  this  figure  is  below  the  presumptive 
standard  of  8-5%,  the  sample  was  reported  to  be  below 
standard.  Most  people  would  be  glad  to  buy  such  milk. 

One  other  sample  of  milk  contained  8-34%  of  solids- 
not-fat  and  was  thus  counted  as  being  below  standard.  It 
was,  however,  milk  as  genuinely  produced  by  the  cows  and 
suffered  from  the  natural  variation  which  occurs  in 
milk  from  time  to  time.  No  action  was  needed  to  be  taken  in 
either  case. 

All  other  samples  were  genuine  and  satisfactory  in  every 

way. 


Details  of  Various  Food  Premises  in  the  District  as  follows 


No.  in  District 

No.  of  Visits 

No.  of  Provision  Shops  

48 

57 

No.  of  Butchers  Shops  

9 

109 

No.  of  Dining  Rooms  

1 

2 

No.  of  Public  Houses  or  Inns  ... 

40 

56 

No.  of  Bakehouses 

6 

30 

No.  of  Milk  Distributors  ... 

4 

25 

No.  of  Ice  Cream  Shops 

25 

29 

No.  of  Fishmongers  & Fish  Fryers 

2 

2 

No.  of  Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 

8 

12 

Details  of  Repairs  and  Improvements  of  Food  Premises 


Bakehouses 

Cleansed  and  Limewashed  11 

Benches  or  Tables  cleansed  4 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  removed  1 

Proper  Fuel  Containers  provided 1 

Lighting  or  Ventilation  improved — 

Structural  Repairs  carried  out  1 

Hot  Water  Supply  provided  5 


Dairies 

Cleansed  and  Redecorated  2 

Accumulations  removed  1 

Hot  Water  Supply  provided  for  washing  hands  — 

Wash-hand  Basins  provided  — 

Suitable  Closet  Accommodation  provided  — 

Unsatisfactory  Dairies  discontinued  — 

New  Dairies  provided  — 

Structural  Repairs  made — 
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Food  Shops  and  Food  Preparing  Premises 

Hot  Water  Supply  provided  for  washing  hands 
Suitable  Closet  Accommodation  provided 

Wash-hand  Basins  provided  

Sructural  Repairs  made 

Metal  Storage  Bins  provided 

Apparatus  and  Utensils  cleansed  or  improved 

Lighting  and  Ventilation  improved  

Redecorated  internally  

Cafes  and  Public  Houses 

Hot  Water  Supply  provided  for  washing  hands 
Suitable  Closet  Accommodation  provided 

Wash-hand  Basins  provided  

Structural  Repairs  made 

Metal  Storage  Bins  provided 

Apparatus  and  Utensils  cleansed  or  improved 

Lighting  and  Ventilation  improved  

Proper  Urinal  Accommodation  provided 
Bar  Sink  with  hot  and  cold  water  provided  ... 
Redecorated  Internally  
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SECTION  F. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 

This  has  been  a satisfactory  year  so  far  as  the  occurrence 
of  infectious  diseases  in  this  district  is  concerned.  There  were 
only  29  cases  notified  as  against  197  last  year.  The  8 cases 
of  scarlet  fever  were  all  of  a mild  type. 

The  district  was  free  from  any  cases  of  food  poisoning 
and  anterior  poliomyelitis. 

The  details  of  vaccination  and  immunisation  carried  out 
in  this  district  during  the  year  are  shewn  in  the  following 
table: — 


Vaccination 

(Under  1)  (1)  (2-4)  (5-14)  (15  or  over)  Total 
Primary  56  4 1 1 2 64 

Re- vaccination  — — 1 2 14  17 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

(Under  1)  (1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5-9)  (10-14)  ToUl  Booster 

17  27  2 — 1 — — 47  26 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

(Under  1)  (1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5-9)  (10-14)  Total 

Whooping  

Cough  only  ^ 

Combined 

♦Diphtheria  39  37  11  1 1 — — 89 

Pertussis 


*The  combined  diphtheria  pertussis  figures  are  included 
in  the  figures  for  diphtheria  immunisation. 

Number  of  Children  who  have  completed  a full 
Course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Age  at  31.12.54.  (Under  1)  (I)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5-9)  (10-14) 

ie.  Born  in  year  1954  1953  1952  1951  1950  1945  1940  Total 

1949  1944  Under  15 

Number  immunised  4 75  100  94  134  583  592  1582 
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The  incidence  of  diphtheria  continues  to  fall.  In  the 
last  ten  years  notifications  have  fallen  from  over  18,500  in 
1945  to  a new  low  figure  of  182  (provisional)  for  1954.  The 
following  are  figures  for  deaths  and  notifications  for  England 
and  Wales  since  1945. 


Year 

Deaths 

Corrected  Notifications 

1945 

722 

18,596 

1946 

472 

11,986 

1947 

244 

5,609 

1948 

156 

3,575 

1949 

84 

1,890 

1950 

49 

962 

1951 

33 

664 

1952 

32 

376 

1953 

23 

266 

1954 

9(provisional) 

182(provisional) 

Continuous  publicity  by  local  authorities,  in  regard  to  the 
advantages  of  the  use  of  diphtheria  prophylaxis,  is  essential 
to  prevent  parents  of  young  children  being  lulled  into  a false 
sense  of  complacency  by  the  dramatic  fall  in  the  incidence 
of  diphtheria. 
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PARISH 


Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases 

(other  than  Tuberculosis) 

IN  INDIVIDUAL  PARISHES 
During  the  year,  1954. 
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Aston-le-Walls  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Aynho  — — — — — 13  — — — — — 13 

Boddington  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Chacombe  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Charlton  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Chipping  Warden  2 — — — — — — — — — — 2 

Croughton  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Culworth  — — 1 — — — — — — — — I 

Edgcote  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Evenley  I — — — — — — — — — — 1 

Eydon  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Farthinghoe  — — — — I — — — — — — 1 

Greatworth  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Helmdon  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Hinton-in-the-Hedges  — — — — 2 — — — — — — 2 

Kings  Sutton  — — I — — — — — — — — I 

Marston  St.  Lawrence  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Middleton  Cheney  4 — — — 1 — — — — — — 5 
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Sulgrave  — — — — — 2 — — — — — 2 
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Warkworth  — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Whitfield — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Total  8 — 2 — 4 15___  — — 29 
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Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases 

Over  past  15  years 
(other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Totals 

Amoebiasis 

Mumps 

Dysentery 

Jaundice 

Chicken  Pox 

Malaria 

Catarrhal  Jaundice 

Poliomyelitis 

Polio  Encephalitis 

Food  Poisoning 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Enteric  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 
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1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  Total 


Period  Distribution  of  Notified  Cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases — 1954 

A statement  shewing  the  period  distribution  of  the  cases 
notified  is  given  hereunder. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

1 — 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

8 

Diphtheria  — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Broncho 

Pneumonia 

Pneumonia 

1 

I 

2 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

9 4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

Poliomyelitis  — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Food  Poisoning  — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Erysipelas  — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Totals 

1 

— 

2 

10  4 

— 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

29 

Tuberculosis 

All  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  respiratory  or  non-res- 
piratory,  are  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  Institutional  care,  when  considered  necessary,  is  ar- 
ranged by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer  in  the  County  Sanatoria. 

The  living  conditions,  etc.,  of  persons  subsequently  dis- 
charged from  these  sanatoria  are  investigated  by  this 
Authority. 

There  were  11  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified — 4 
males  and  7 females — which  is  an  increase  in  the  total  num- 
ber of  8 cases  for  the  year  1 953 

Of  these,  10  were  of  a respiratory  nature  and  1 non-res- 
piratory. 
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New  Cases  During  1954 


New  Cases 


Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 


Age  Periods 
Years 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0 — 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

J — 5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 15 

1 

1 

— 

— 

15  — 25 

— 

1 

— 

1 

25  — 35 

1 

4 

— 

— 

35  — 45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55  — 65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

6 

— 

1 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925, 
relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936,  relating  to  compulsory  removal  to  hospital 
of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis- 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

An  increasing  amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  Department  during  the  year  in  regard  to  the  control  of 
rodents  in  the  district-  In  fact,  since  the  inception  of  this 
service  at  the  end  of  1950  the  calls  on  the  services  of  the 
Rodent  Operative  increase  yearly  and  details  of  his  work 
are  summarized  as  follows: — 


Surface  Infestations. 

No.  of  complaints  received  ... 
No.  of  premises  inspected 
(private  and  business  places) 

No.  of  visits  made 

No.  of  premises  cleared 

No.  of  survey  visits  made 
No.  of  rat  bodies  found 


58 

170 

687 

170 

11 

1295 


Quantity  of  Bait  laid. 

(a)  Prebait  1,537  lbs.  5 ozs. 

(b)  Poison  bait  88  lbs.  12  ozs. 
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1,534 

380 


Total  Number  of  bodies  found. 

(1)  Rats  

(2)  Mice  


Sewer  Infestations. 


No.  of  Manholes 
baited 

No.  Shewing 
prebaits  taken 

Aynho 

11 

No  take 

Eydon 

16 

Ditto 

Croughton 

47 

Ditto 

Overthorpe 

10 

Ditto 

Chipping  Warden 

31 

Ditto 

Moreton  Pinkney 

28 

Ditto 

Culworth 

18 

Ditto 

Chacombe 

25 

Ditto 

Kings  Sutton 

65 

Ditto 

Middleton  Cheney 

15 

Ditto 

Local  Authority  Undertakings. 


No.  of  treatments  at  Refuse  Tips  10 

No.  of  visits  made  62 

No.  of  rat  bodies  found  207 

No.  of  sewage  disposal  outfalls  treated 5 

No.  of  visits  made  28 

No.  of  rat  bodies  found  32 

No.  of  survey  visits  made 28 

No.  of  sewer  surveys  made  39 


Due  to  the  long  and  severe  winter  it  was  observed  that 
rats  took  up  their  winter  quarters  much  earlier  and  in  greater 
numbers  than  in  previous  years.  More  hedgerows  than  in 
past  years  were  found  to  be  infested,  and  by  and  large  the 
rats  continued  to  inhabit  the  buildings  and  hedgerows  for 
a considerably  longer  period  than  heretofore.  It  was  also 
noticeable  that  ricks  and  farm  buildings  generally  became 
infested  which  caused  an  unusual  number  of  requests  from 
farmers  in  the  district  for  treatment  of  ricks  and  farm  build- 
ings. The  continued  use  of  Warfarin  as  the  main  agent  for 
the  destruction  of  rodents  has  proved  to  be  very  efficient. 

Your  Rodent  Operative,  as  in  previous  years,  has  dis- 
charged his  duties  with  efficiency  and  tact  which  has  again 
resulted  in  the  smooth  working  of  this  important  service 
without  having  to  resort  to  any  Statutory  proceedings  for 
any  breach  of  the  Prevention  of  the  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949. 

The  Rodent  Operative  reports  that  adequate  measures 
were  taken  during  thrashing  operations  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  rats  from  ricks  as  is  required  by  the  Damage  by  Pests 
(Thrashing  and  Dismantling  of  Ricks)  Regulations  1950. 
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